required the war to disclose the real urgency of the problem and the imperative necessity that it be dealt with on a more comprehensive if not indeed on a national scale. In France and Flanders and on the other fronts of our far-flung line the best of the nation's life-blood was pouring out, and it became a matter of the first importance if the future of the country were to be secured that wastage of child life be reduced to the lowest possible point.
New legislation was passed, and a Treasury which had given its benediction to the efforts of the reformers now gave something more substantial.
And it has given it in generous measure.
To-day there are in operation throughout Scotland schemes of maternity and child welfare whose manifold activities are generously assisted by Treasury grants. It is a great and promising work, and though the present generation will not see its full development, it has seen the problem tackled in a way which cannot fail to achieve all that its most optimistic sympathisers predict for it.
It would not be invidious from among the men 
